








































































 

 

CITY OF TRAVELERS REST 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

                                          January 16, 2020 6:00 P.M. 

 MINUTES 
 

Travelers Rest City Council conducted its Regular Council Meeting on January 11, 
2020 at 6:00 p.m. The following members were present: Brandy Amidon, Mayor, 

Harvey Choplin, Grant Bumgarner, Shaniece Criss, Kelly Byers, Jeff George, Rick 

Floyd Brantly Vest and Sara Gilstrap.   Also present were:  Eric Vinson, City 
Administrator, Charlene Carter, City Clerk, Ben Ford, Police Chief, Phillip Tate, 

Public Works Director and Greg Robertson Fire Chief. The Tribune and Greenville 

News were notified and present.  
 

OATH OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

  1. INDUCTION OF GRANT BUMGARNER 

      by Mrs. Gina Bumgarner 
 

  2. INDUCTION OF KELLY BYERS 

      by Mr.Tom Wagner 
 

  3. INDUCTION OF SHANIECE CRISS 

      by Ms. Christi Huddleston Broadus 
 

  4. INDUCTION OF SARA GILSTRAP 
      by Mr. Matthew Gilstrap and Mayor Amidon 

     

A.  CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

      1.  Brandy Amidon, Mayor called the meeting to order.   

          
      2. Council then recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
B.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

      1. The invocation was given by Council Member Mr. Harvey Choplin  
 

      2. Mr. Choplin was elected unanimously as Mayor Pro Tempore by 

          Unanimous Consent with no objections.  Mayor Amidon made the  
          announcement after the Clerk certified the ballots.  Mr. Choplin  

          will serve as Mayor Pro Tempore and Chairman of Personnel  

          Committee. 
 

      3. Mayor Amidon provided her appointments to all committees. 
 

      Ms. Byers made a motion to approve the Committee appointments and  

      Mr. Floyd seconded the motion and carried unanimously. 
 

   



 

 

C.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  
 

     1.  Mr. Bumgarner made a motion to approve the minutes for the Regular  

          Council Meeting held on December 19, 2019.  The motion was  
          seconded by Dr. Criss and carried unanimously. 

 
     2.  Dr. Criss made a motion to approve the minutes for the Council Retreat 

          workshop held on January 11, 2020.  Mr. Bumgarner seconded the  

          motion and carried by 8.  Mr. Vest did not attend. 
 

D. PUBLIC HEARING 

  
     None. 

 
E.  CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

 
     None. 

F.  ORDINANCE FOR SECOND READING 

 
     None. 

 

G.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

      The City Ordinance describes all Committees officially ended December 

      31, 2019.  Therefore, the January Committee meeting was cancelled in   
      order for Oaths, Election and Appointments to be completed at Regular  

      Council meeting. 

 
1.  Ways & Means Committee – Grant Bumgarner  

 
 a.  Although the Ways and Committee did not meet, the Council was  

      provided the City Financials for December 2019.  Mr. Bumgarner moved to  

      accept the December Financial reports.  The motion was seconded by Mr.  
      Floyd and carried unanimously.       

 

2.  Planning & Development – Brantly Vest 
 

 a. Mr. Vest introduced his newly appointed committee.  He briefly  
     discussed the Rezoning of the property located at 101 Center Street.  He  

     asked Planning Director, Patrea St John to update the committee on the 

     request.  Director St. John reviewed the location by map, provided a 
     description of prior and future uses and gave the recommendation by Staff  

     and Planning Commission report to approve the Rezoning.  Mr. Bumgarner  

     made a motion to forward rezoning to full Council for First Reading of the  
     ordinance.  Mr. Floyd seconded the motion. 

 

H.  RESOLUTIONS AND ORDIANCES FOR FIRST READING 
      



 

 

     1. Mr. Vest made the motion to consider first reading before Council  
         Ordinance O-01-20 to provide for the Rezoning of the property located at  

         101 Center Street from R-10 Residential District to C-1 Commercial District  

         Tax map # 0490000300100.  Mr. Floyd seconded the motion and carried  
         unanimously. 

                       
 I.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

      None. 
  

J.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
      None. 

 
K.  MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

      

     1.  A presentation on Assessing Housing Affordability in Travelers Rest was 
          presented to the Council by Ms. Brook Denny, Furman intern and part-time  

          planning associate.  Ms. Denny provided information on County growth 

          patterns, cost per square foot and local density in the City. Her  
          presentation also included barriers for some housing areas and housing  

          areas in proximity to amenities.  The presentation remains on display for  

          members to review. 
 

      L.  Adjournment 
 

     1. There being no other business to come before the Council, Mr.  

         Floyd made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by  
         Mr. George and carried unanimously. 

 

             ______________________________ 
Brandy Amidon, Mayor 

 
Completed by 

 

_______________________________ 
Charlene Carter, City Clerk & Treasurer 

 

 
Reviewed by 

 

_______________________________ 
Eric Vinson, City Administrator 
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